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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, January 13, 2014 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, January 13, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  The meeting had been rescheduled from 
January 6, 2014 which was cancelled due to inclement weather.  Present were Mayor 
James J. Beck, Council Members Michael Jones, Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, 
Camille Greenwald, Connie Williams, Ed Notter (7:25 p.m.). Matt Casey and Rob 
Jacknewitz were necessarily absent.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City 
Manager; and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
Mayor Beck stated there will be an electronic recycling drive on January 25 at The 
Heights from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 
Rick Vilcek thanked the Public Works and Forestry Departments for their response to 
the heavy snowfall, and that he appreciated the care given to the streets despite the 
harsh conditions which made it difficult to respond.  Mr. Vilcek suggested residents 
to utilize driveways when snowfall is predicted rather than park in the streets which 
can impede proper snow plow operations. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Pat Dolan-1259 Boland Place-stated he was not here as a County Council Member, 
but as a Richmond Heights resident.  He stated appreciated the work the Public 
Works & Parks crew did on fighting the weather conditions during last week’s 
snowfall.  Mr. Dolan stated he feels residents have a lot to be thankful for with the 
services the City provides.  Mr. Dolan stated he hoped Council would listen to Mr. 
Droege and his comments during his citizen comments; noted the family members 
were long-time residents of the community but stated he did not have any input on 
Mr. Droege’s issues with the City. 
 
Don Droege-1420 Rankin Dr.-spoke to the Council regarding the former City- 
owned property at 1600 S. Hanley Road which was previously owned by him and his 
brother, Joe Droege.  Mr. Droege passed out a handout to the Council. Mr. Droege 
stated he and his brother purchased the property in 1998 for his mortgage business. 



2 
 

Mr. Droege stated his business plan was working well and there were tenants in the 
building whose rents covered his building expenses. 
 
Mr. Droege stated in 2005, the City announced a redevelopment plan with the 
Michelson Group was in effect.  Mr. Droege stated he had entered into a contract in 
2007 for his property with Michelson, the developer that was chosen to develop the 
Hadley area. Mr. Droege stated his agreement of 2007 with that developer was for 
$3,750,000 to purchase his building should Michelson move forward with their 
project.  Mr. Droege stated the developer was consequently not able to follow through 
with neither the project nor the purchase of his property. 
 
Mr. Droege stated that by 2010 tenant rent income at that location was not able to 
support monetary payments on the building loan and due to multiple loans, he faced 
foreclosure.  Mr. Droege stated that under duress and faced with no choice, he sold 
the building to the City for $1,675,000 in May 2010. Mr. Droege stated his contract 
with the City said he would also be given one-half the profits on the building’s sale if 
sold by the City at a profit when the property/land was eventually redeveloped. 
 
Mr. Droege stated it was his understanding that the City has now sold the property at 
a loss to Menards, and the developer was now moving forward with the Hadley 
development project area.  Mr. Droege noted it was his understanding that other 
property owners in the area have now received large sums of money for selling their 
properties to Menards.  Mr. Droege stated he had questions as to why the City’s own 
contract with Menards was not negotiated better.   
 
Mr. Droege asked the Council to consider payment to him for his losses and asked 
about a special allocation fund of some $28 million and if funds could be found there 
to pay him. Mr. Droege asked if the Council could have a meeting to discuss this 
further rather than pursue litigation against the City.   
 
Mayor Beck stated he understood that Mr. Droege had felt he had been harmed and 
had questions on this issue.  Mayor Beck asked what he wanted. 
 
Mr. Droege stated he wanted to negotiate a fair and equitable settlement with the 
City. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the whole Council would have to meet on the subject.  Mayor 
Beck stated the Council is responsible for the funds of the entire City and its 
residents; that is not “their money”. 
 
Mr. Droege asked about the$15 million TIF and the $28 million Special Allocation 
Fund. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the $15 million TIF Fund and the $28 million Special Allocation 
Fund is one and the same and responsible for the paying redevelopment costs over the 
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23 years of the TIF.  It is the $15 million with the interest or $28 million over the 23 
years. 
 
City Attorney Heinz stated that was accurate. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he would not discuss this issue alone with Mr. Droege and would 
next meet with the Council and the City Attorney to discuss your request of this 
evening. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting 

December 16, 2013 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of December 16, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 
BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the Council would vote to move to Closed Session and upon 
return to open would consider the Gilmore & Bell Engagement Agreement at that 
time under the City Manager Report. 
 
At approximately 6:40 p.m., Mr. Jones moved, Mr.Vilcek seconded, a motion to hold 

a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections (1), 

(2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 

causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 

confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 

representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 

governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 

the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 

AYES: Mr. Jones, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Ms. Williams, Ms. Moylan and 
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Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. NAYS: None. Mayor Beck declared the Council would 

meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 7:57p.m., Council returned to the open session.  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

Gilmore & Bell Manhassett Village Engagement Agreement 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked the Council for approval to allow the Mayor to execute a 

professional services agreement with Gilmore & Bell in connection with the proposed 

353 Redevelopment Area for Manhassett Village. 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to direct the Mayor to execute an 

agreement with Gilmore & Bell for professional services in connection with the 

Manhassett Village Redevelopment area.  Carried unanimously, with Mr. Notter 

abstaining as he did not attend the discussion meeting. 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 7:58 p.m. Mr. 

Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

______________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 

 


